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HORTON, Dr. Sam, a native of rural Hillsborough County, passed April 7, 2009, at his home, under the care of LifePath Hospice. Dr. Horton was educated in Florida, starting with Glover Elementary and Midway Academy, which became Marshall High School in Plant City. He received his bachelor' s degree at Florida A&M University in 1949 and his doctorate at Nova Southeastern University in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. Dr. Horton immersed himself in the Tampa community after finishing his education. He started teaching in the Hillsborough County School District in 1949, becoming a principal in 1965. Dr. Horton' s passion for education and his community inspired him to establish a local chapter of the National Alliance of Black School Educators. Dr. Horton began to mentor and encourage black educators in hopes of broadening the pool of talented educators. He devoted his free time to Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Beulah Baptist Church, the Guardsmen and the NAACP. Dr. Horton became the first black general director for secondary education in the Hillsborough District in 1978. Dr. Horton retired from the school system in 1991. The district honored him by naming the Jefferson High School stadium the Dr. Sam Horton Stadium. Dr. Horton served as president of the Hillsborough NAACP; the Tampa and Plant City branches were consolidated under his careful watch. Working closely with the NAACP legal defense fund, Dr. Horton publicly opposed education plans that would lead to more segregated schools in Hillsborough County. He also co-founded the Empowerment Center, which helps black entrepreneurs and provides tutoring for children. Dr. Horton has encouraged many local youths to participate in national academic and arts-driven competitions such as NAACP' s Afro-Academic, Cultural, Technological and Scientific Olympics (ACT-SO) exposing these youths to top universities, colleges and scholarships. Dr. Horton was married to his wife, Doris, for 55 years, and is the father of Sheila Warren and Dwayne Horton. He was the proud grandfather of Exley Warren Jr., Michael Warren, Clifton Horton, Jason Horton and Erin Horton. He is also survived by his sister, Bearette Humphries, his aunt, Lillie Mae McDonald, and many cousins, nieces and nephews. The remains will be reposed 6-8 p.m. Sunday, April 12, 2009, at Antioch Baptist Church, 5201 Horton Road, Plant City, Fla. Funeral services for Dr. Sam Horton will be conducted at 11 a.m. Monday, April 13, 2009, at Beulah Baptist Institutional Church, 1006 W. Cypress St., Tampa, with the Rev. Dr. W. James Favorite officiating. Interment will follow at Bealsville Cemetery, Bealsville, Fla. Friends are asked to assemble at the church at approximately 10:45 a.m. Monday. "A Wilson Service" wilson-funeralhome.com [image: image2.jpg]
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Sam Horton spoke up 'when you were afraid'
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TAMPA - The man who shouldered the cause of integration in Hillsborough County for four decades was buried Monday in his home town of Bealsville.

Sam Horton, 79, was an educator, civil rights leader, husband, father, grandfather and loyal crusader for a cause many thought had faded.

Tampa's Beulah Baptist Institutional Church resonated with hallelujahs of joy for a life well-lived and amens for a man whose leadership they said can't be replaced.

"Sam Horton was a voice in our community that had to be reckoned with," the Rev. W. James Favorite told the hundreds in attendance. "There will be no other Sam Horton."

Horton died April 7, more than three years after facing down asthma, pneumonia and a collapsed lung that left him near death. Last year, he began a new battle that eventually took his life: cancer of the mouth.

On Easter, Horton was returned briefly to the east Hillsborough farming community of Bealsville in a white casket circled with praying hands as mourners gathered in the Antioch Baptist Church for a final goodbye in his boyhood church. It is across Horton Road from the small, faded wooden Glover school where his formal education started.

Not far away is Bealsville Cemetery, Horton's final resting place, next to his wife of 55 years, Doris, who died in 2005.

An unbreakable focus

Until the end, Horton had remained focused on his causes: The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, the African American Achievers scholarship student fund he started and a local chapter of an alliance to promote black educators, said retired educator Mary Bryant.

"He was bossing us from the bed," Bryant said, describing how he dispatched troops for work that he deemed necessary. He was a behind-the-scenes man, keeping lists in his head and taking it upon himself to speak out.

"He was the lone voice. The lone watchman, I call it," she said.

Born years before the civil rights movement started, Horton attended and then taught in segregated schools before he helped craft Hillsborough's 1971 desegregation plan. As principal and district administrator before he retired in 1991, he mentored students and teachers.

'A voice of reason'

Both before and after Horton's presidency of the Hillsborough branch of the NAACP, he challenged school district officials on equity issues. He accurately predicted that Hillsborough schools would resegregate when they were no longer under court supervision.

"He was the voice that would speak up when you were afraid," said Anthony Satchel, area VII director. "He commanded respect. That was his style, how he came across."

Others he mentored said he didn't help halfway: He told them who to call, when to call and what to say.

Monday, Horton's eulogies spoke to that and more.

"He was a voice of reason in very turbulent times," said Hillsborough County Administrator Pat Bean. He would tell her when she was wrong - and when she was right: "He was a real, strong caring man."

Bean backed up others' stories of well-meaning shakedowns to support Horton's pet causes. She recalled him asking her at an NAACP meeting whether she was a member. She was not.

"He said, 'Well, you need to fix that. Have you got your checkbook with you right now?'" Bean recalled. "Let me just tell you: I got the checkbook out."

U.S. Congresswoman Kathy Castor read the recognition of Horton that she placed into the congressional record in February.

When it was read to Horton in his home in Tampa, "He clapped, he had one tear," and then asked about a visitor's son, Castor said.

T.J. Cunningham said he and Horton were friends "from day one of our lives until the end," including shooting marbles and picking strawberries and oranges in Bealsville: "If each of us could carry on just a little of the work that Sam Horton did - this country, the state, the world, would be a better place," Cunningham said.

At the end of the two-hour service, just before the mourners started clapping and singing and filing out, Favorite offered more words of comfort, then lifted his arms and called out:

"Come on up, Doctor Sam Horton! You have fought the great fight! That's what it's all about. Some of us never get in the fight."

Reporter Marilyn Brown can be reached at (813) 259-8069

