
.q:tr7&P"

Berry
saac Berry outlived most of his contemporaries, having experienced :
life filled with memorable events. He was born in Charleston, Soutl:
Carolina, about 1839 to Richard (Dick) and Sadie Hooper Berry. \dher

asked about the timing of his arrival in Hillsborough county, he recallec
that "I was a big boy when my father and a lot of other slaves was broush:
to Florida." This occurred in 1843 when "Ike's" owner Samuel Knieh:
relocated his family and slaves from Lowndes County, Georgia. The pan-,
first stopped over in Alachua County before proceeding in lB45 to a sir:
approximately four miles north of modern Plant City in easreri-_
Hillsborough County. In late 1855, the Third Seminole War struck th.
Thmpa Bay frontier area and Isaac found himself attached to the voiun-
teers. "I was a man and waiting on my master when his troops was sr:-
tioned in the garrison at Thmpa in Capt. Hartsuff's war," he recollected.

Soon after the time of Berry's military service, he formed a union u r-*-
Emily Coster. She had been born in Alachua County, Florida, about l8*
"Ike said that he was first married
a long time before the civil war,"
an interviewer recorded. "A mar-
riage ceremony for slaves in those
days consisted merely of an agree-
ment witnessed by the master of
the plantation." The couple for-
mallywed in Hillsborough Counry
on September 9,1866.s2

Emancipation in l865 brought
easier opportunities to the Berrys
than to some other area freedmen
and freedwomen. Unlike former
owners who rurned their backs on
the needs of their one-time slaves,
members of the Knight family and
their  neighbor Sarah Howel l ,
widow ofJoseph Howell, accepted
responsibility for providing assis-
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," enquiie whether he could

Snmuel Peter Berry in his WW uniform' 9:,: :1" primitive Baptist Church,"
,om m

TAMPA AND HILLSBOROUGH COTTNTY

.-g 2 1&P,

3 tance' TheY first offered food'

'{ irni, tta equiPment' th-en aided

I 
-any 

area families in foundtng

-t theii own communitY' tl tY"iP-

d ,llY btt'-t known as Bealsville'
; Ther", Isaac and EmilY BerrYThere, Isaac and EmtlY serry

ho*.ri.rd.d. Their land was de-

s.tib"d as the Etst l/2 of the

Northeast 1/4, Section 10, Town-

,tio lO South, Range 22 East'ir
',q.t Bealsville, the Berrys made

a life for themselves and their

growing familY, while Isaac

f,rompted a religious controversy'

i. de'ofut ptmitiue Baptist, in 1876

h" ttk.d to ioin the local white

church' A church historian ex-

plained the situation' "Isaac Berry

leceiued a hoPe in Christ and be-

he wrote. "He did not know whether the white Bre**t 
1::11^receive 

a

negro into the fellowsffif th" tht"9h-o,'::t"'the man continued' "So

Elier [Andr"*] Ki.kli;"' il Hdt; J' M' Keen took up a stand against

the church receiving ;il;;;; the fellowship of the church' Thev said

they would ,,o, r"uo*"f,i;;;;; ;td.preached to their church that if

they received negroes 
"iJ 

;; t"h"'"tt thiv would have to ueat them the

same as white BrethJ;;t tht; op t9 thitable to eatwith white breth-

ren and in the bed il;'il:;t u"t tt'" old mother church'"54

others reiected 
'";;;;;i 

ttgregation in the Baptist church' as a re-

sult of which the Absotutt Mt' i"o" fusociation 'plit' 
"Mt' Enon' and

four other churches ,;J;;;. gr"unds that thev had no right to reiect

anv nadonality of peffi"Sttibl of color"' the historian added' "and if

a neqro came to th" tfi;;";"h 
'ttt ""iatnt" 

that he had received a hope

in Christ, ,t .y *o"fi i""J"-t'i- and baptize him into the fellowship of

the church and give ;il;t; "tt" 
to the ordinances of the church and

treat him ,, , b'otttt';; il spirit but not in sociality as a man which is

conffary to the l.*';;;;;to*oy'" Accordinsh Mt' Enon Primitive

Baptist Church *':;i*;;':;; membershii in September 187e' "A

colored Bro. came to'rward Isaac Berry and was received by an expenence

of Grace into the rar.*rr"p 
"r 

the'church," its minutes noted' Berry
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reneined a member of Mt F.non
until Februarv 2, 1894, rvhcn he
transferred his mcmbershiP to
Hebron Prirnitive BaPtist Church
"xs it wis nesrcr to him "rj

lsrac rnd Emilv Berry survrved
the ninetcenth century md lived
well into the twenticth. She dicd
at home on Jxnoary 4, 1921. lkc
lasted fbr anothcr hrlf deca de He
passed xway onJulY 25, 1928' and
was buied rt Antioch CcrnetcrY'
Bealsville. "Thror:gh a centurY
this faidrful character, respccterl
bv all *.ho hnes' him," declrred a
P)aIt Ciqv ncrvspaper, "has carried
the torch ofa vivid past on high."j'

Cbildren of kaac and Fmi$ Coster Betry

L Elias, a son born in Hillsborough Countv during Septenber ll6i

He marriei in the counw to Gcorgir \Villiams (sister-to Alhcd.Be'l) 'tn
Ma1' 19, 1 891 (see Inder). Their ch I
dren ilcloded:

a. Estella L., a drughterbom in

llillsborough County during \ l,r rch

1892. Estella married in the counn

on Octobcr 1'1, 1911, to I{,-rratro \\ '

b. Samuel Pcteq x son born rn

Hillsborough Counqv on Julr l-.

t  89l.
c. Iola (or Viola), r daughter

born in Ilillsborough Counn dur-
ing Novembcr 1897.

d. Pahce, a daughter born in
Hillsborough Countv durjng ScP-
tember 1899

e. Toley (or Tollie), a son born
in Hil lsborough Countv durtng
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1902. He died during June 1968

and is buried at Antioch Cemetery

Bealsville.
t DaisY, a daughter born m

Hil lsborough CountY ourrng

ls05- She married William GaY rn

,h" .ouo,Y oo March t5' lq26-

william Gav Oorn MaY 5, l'ruu)

died on September 29, 1963' md

is buried at Antioch Cemetery

Bealsville.
g, Henry K, a son boln ln

Hii lsborough CountY durtng

I J-,1'ffiis"t&T:1,l;T';
Totey Benv. (or Augustt 1867. She maffied in

1909.
h. Art is,

Hil lsborough
1913.

dS2I! :*

a son born in
CountY during

r""'*+k*l{q;fi liri'*'},:r.Hr*l*t#:ti::**-ii
:f s'-l,lftt'mtr$l:;-$#ffi $Iffi
ffi 'I;'gt1""-^f1;$;".l;Jilff ;J":J'.lil*H}i'c#.*#,
L. *'fu m,':"pq q";1fi L.ill hi:ffi I " il, " ", ;X fi.'J l"*ff lil.'itrill'^"il'i; ;, ';''|.'o i "'"*t 1 on "''

- :'m B,}td*][r : "t'* :* ; #llm:'l'*r x
Flora Horton (see Index)
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7. Seabon (Sibc or Sebe), a son born in Hiitsborough County on Feb-
ruary 23, 11:178. Hc rnaried in the countv to Allic (Ollic) Halclel onJuly
21, 1902. Sebe Ilorton died in Hillsborough (irunty dur;ng 1927. Chil
dren ofSebe and lllie Bcrry inclurled:

a. Isaac, a son born in Hillsborough Oounry,--' during 1905. Hc lnar
ried in dre county on \Iarch 13, 1926, to Rosx Lee cav.

b. Columbus, a son born in Hillslrorough Oounw during ]907.
c. Alice, a drughter bonr in Hillsborough Counw durnrg I909. She

married in the countv on Decenber l0, 1925, to Cleo C,ry.
d. Lcssic,:r deughter born in I{illsborough Counw during 1911.

She marricd in the county on lIarch 22, 1929, to'l homrs \{rrlker.
c. Minnie, a drughter born in Hillsborough County during 1913.
I N{rlxl, r claughter born in IIillsborough County during 1915. She

m ried in thc county or February2, 1931, to Ccorgc Knighten.
g. Canie, a daughter born in Hillsborough Count! dunrg 1917.

She marriccl in the countv on Septembcr 18, 1933, to George Washing
ton Dx\is.

h. S. B., a son born in Hillsborough Counw during 1919.
8. Gettis, e son horn in Hillsborough Countv on Scptenber l, 1882.

Hc married in dre counry to Gcor€ra Beal on September 1, 1910. cettis
died in Hillsborough County or September 12, 1945.

9. Courage, a son born in Hillsborough Oounr_v in 1tlll7.J'
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